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With your commitment and support, the NEO Youth Center will build 
a strong foundation for the next generation – and our community.

The NEO Youth Center will help youth to dream, pursue and develop 
their passions, and, most importantly, connect with each other and 
have fun in a safe and supervised setting.

The NEO Youth Center 
will offer something for 
every youth – boys, girls, 
young men and women.  

Areas for performing and 
visual arts, including a 
music room and stage. 
A family room-type area 
with cozy chairs and sofas, 
a pool table, and board 
and video games. A café 
with grab-and-go meals 
and healthy snacks. A 
patio where nature and nurture go hand in hand.

Human connection, embracing 
opportunities and finding a safe space 
are critical for the development of youth
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O U R  M I S S I O N 
To ignite the potential of  
youth today for vibrant  
communities tomorrow

 
O U R  V I S I O N

Every young person has  
hope, opportunity and the  

capacity to succeed

But it’s a challenge to find for many children and young 
adults in Nevada County.
Bright Futures for Youth’s new NEO Youth Center  
will meet those needs and so much more – with  
your support. 
The NEO Youth Center will create an environment of 
acceptance, a sense of belonging and the feeling that 
anything is possible. The NEO Youth Center will change 
lives and help put those most at risk on a path to being 
self-sufficient and optimistic about their future.



But the NEO Youth Center will be more than just a space. It will be  
a safe place to learn, explore and develop with activities, events  
and programs.

After-school programs. Evening get-togethers. Impromptu music  
jam sessions and one-act plays. Help with school work. A dedicated 
staff and counselors to help with the often-overwhelming work of 
everyday life.

All are possible with the NEO Youth Center.

Envisioned before the arrival of a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, the 
NEO Youth Center is back on track and will become the first-of-its-kind 
in Nevada County.

Nevada County will have the NEO Youth Center, thanks to your 
energy, passion and support.

Please join our effort to break down barriers by building new walls. 
Help us build friendships by empowering youth. You have the ability 
to power our mission, our vision and our next generation.

“When I was lost and 
struggling, NEO was 

immensely influential and 
impactful to me. Through 
NEO, I was given so many 

opportunities and I learned 
skills that have given me 

direction for where I want 
my life to go and who I want 

to be. I’m looking forward 
to the growing reach this 

organization will have  
and the kids who will 

benefit from it.”  
—Glory
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T H E  D E TA I L S

CAMPAIGN GOAL: $500,000

HOW THE DOLLARS WILL BE USED: Much of the funds will be 
used for the application and the building permit process, construction, 
flooring, painting and furniture. Some funds will be used for rent, 
utilities, maintenance, insurance and other building-related expenses.

LOCATION: 200 Litton Drive, Grass 
Valley. Since April 2018, the Litton 
Building has been home to Bright 
Futures for Youth (formerly known as The 
Friendship Club before the organization 
merged with NEO in 2020). 

SIZE: About 3,700 square feet

AMENITIES: A café; small stage; music 
room; a family room-type area with cozy 
chairs and sofas; a pool table, ping pong 
table, foosball board games and video 
games; art station; a multipurpose room; 
small library; computer and printer for 
homework; a patio and back yard.

In addition, NEO youth would have 
access to the Bright Futures for Youth commercial kitchen on the 
second floor. The kitchen provides several hundred healthy, hot meals  
every month.

SCHEDULED COMPLETION: Late 
summer or early fall 2023,  

just in time for the new  
school year. 
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“NEO is a great place to 
come and have fun and 

enjoy life.  I’m excited 
for a bigger spot to play 
the instruments and do 

homework. NEO has  
helped me through so  

many situations by 
cheering me up and 
making me smile or  

just by listening to  
what I need to say.” 

—Oliver



H O W T O  M A K E  A D O N AT I O N
 

COMPLETE THE PLEDGE CARD
Write a check with the donation and “NEO Youth Center Capital 
Campaign” in the memo line and mail to: 200 Litton Drive, Suite 308, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945. 

DONATE GIFTS OF STOCK and/or retirement accounts, such as 
an IRA and 401(k). Call for more information. 530-265-4311 ext. 206.

DONATE A GIFT of real estate, life insurance, annuities, wills or 
bequests. Call 530-265-4311 ext. 206 for more information. 

QUESTIONS?
Bright Futures for Youth Executive Director Jennifer Singer at  
530-265-4311 ext. 201 or jennifers@bffyouth.org.
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O U R  H I S T O R Y
Bright Futures for Youth, formerly known as The Friendship Club, 
started in 1995. The Friendship Club and NEO (New Events and 
Opportunities) merged in 2020, and the combined organization  
was renamed Bright Futures for Youth.

SOME OF OUR RECENT SUCCESS STORIES
 • Record participation in our seven summer camps, including 

200 at our six-week Summer Hub Youth Camp.

 • Our commercial kitchen, which provides 
several hundred meals per month, 
opened in late 2021.

 • Established SAFE in early 2019, 
a program that assists children 
and young adults experiencing 
homelessness in Nevada 
County.

 • Recently established the new 
SAFE Youth Drop-in Navigation 
Center at the Litton Building, giving 
children and young adults experiencing 
homelessness access to much-needed services.

JUST A FEW WAYS WE IMPACT LIVES
 • After-school programs that include skills classes, from cooking 

to photography and leadership development.

 • Coordinate and oversee free or low-cost summer camps for youth.

 • Volunteer tutors help youth with schoolwork.

 • Provide hundreds of healthy and warm meals to children and 
young adults in our programs every month.

 • Ensure access to health care and counseling

 • Encourage youth to continue their education after high school, 
such as enrolling in college or career technical education. 

 • Assist with college, scholarships and financial assistance 
applications.

 • Conduct tours of college campuses for youth interested in 
higher education.
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WHY LAUNCH A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN NOW?
“Bright Futures for Youth, NEO and the youth who participate in  
our programs have been living on pause for three years. The  
perfect space has become available and the property owner has 
made a significant investment in improvements that will help 
reduce the cost of the NEO Youth Center. Our youth deserve a first-
rate center where they can connect with each other, develop new 
skills and just have fun, which has never been more important as 
they continue to recover from the far-reaching effects of the COVID 
pandemic, such as anxiety, isolation and uncertainty. The NEO 
Youth Center is an investment in the next generation, their future 
and the future of our community.” 

– Jennifer Singer, Executive Director of  
Bright Futures for Youth

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN BOARD COMMITTEE
Cliff Brown, co-chair of Capital Campaign Committee; Strategy 
and Sustainability Consultant. Former NEO board member.

Greg Bulanti, Realtor with Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty.

Marty Lombardi, Retired Senior Vice President, Savings 
Bank, Mendocino Co. Former Friendship Club and NEO Board 
member before merger.

Tim Reid, co-chair of Capital Campaign Committee; Director 
of Pupil Services for Nevada Joint Union High School District. 
Former NEO Board member before merger.

Barbara Thomas, retired public relations executive in the 
technology industry.
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THANK YOU
for  

your support
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A PROGRAM OF BRIGHT FUTURES FOR YOUTH

CHECK-IN

3,700 SQ. FEET
CAPACITY: 100
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JOIN US!
Make the Next Generation the Best Generation

Jeffery Michael George —Architectural Illustration       |   SITELINE ARCHITECTURE  |   Richard Baker—Construction Manager
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Today to 
1/30/23 

YOUTH CENTER DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

DEMOLITION

$110,000

RENT, UTILITIES, MAINTENANCE

 INSURANCE

OTHER BUILDING-RELATED EXPENSES
$150,000

CEILING/LIGHTING
PAINT

FLOORING
FINAL WORK & MOVE IN

$65,000
5/1/23 to
Project 

Completed 

2/1/23 to 
4/30/23

CORE CONSTRUCTION

MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL & 
PLUMBING SYSTEMS

INSULATION & SHEETROCK

$175,000

T I M E L I N E

Opening new doors for our kids, 
our community, our future

CONSTRUCTION
BUDGET $350,000

$500,000TOTAL 
BUDGET

PROJECTED 
OPENING 

LATE 
SUMMER 

2023

TO GET INVOLVED, CONTACT US:   

Cheryl Rubin    |    cherylr@bffyouth.org    |    ph 530.265.4311    |     BFFYOUTH .ORG

200 Litton Drive,  Suite 308,  Grass Val ley ,  CA 95945    

Today to 
Project 

Completed



THE UNION December 28, 2022
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LOCAL

Bright Futures for Youth’s NEO program will open the NEO Youth Center in late summer 2023, providing a range of activities and services for youth, from a comfortable place to
complete homework to playing games such as chess and video games. NEO has announced a capital campaign to raise $500,000 needed for the center.
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FAQs 

NEO Youth Center 
 

How many youth will attend events at the NEO Youth Center every week? 

Of course, it depends on the week, but we generally have about 40 children and young 

adults attend every week. With the new NEO Youth Center, more than 500 youth can 

attend every week, including 100 at the same time. All youth in the community can 

participate in NEO and the NEO Youth Center. 

  

We expect participation to increase significantly with the NEO Youth Center and its long 

list of offerings and services. 

 

How many youth can be at the NEO Youth Center at the same time? 

The NEO Youth Center will be able to accommodate as many as 100 youth. Again, all 

youth in the community are welcome at the NEO Youth Center. 

Does the community need the NEO Youth Center? 

 

The past few years have been especially hard on pre-teens and teenagers. They have 

been disconnected from the very thing that helps them thrive, cope and get through a 

rough day – each other. In California, 44% of teens feel persistently sad or hopeless, 18% 

consider suicide. The NEO Youth Center will keep kids connected and active and be a safe, 

welcoming place. NEO and the NEO Youth Center address a wide range of needs, from 

developing new and improving existing skills to ensuring access to numerous services, 

from counseling to health care. Also, the most dangerous period of the day for youth are 

the hours right after school. 

 

What hours will the NEO Youth Center operate? 

We are still looking at developing a schedule for the NEO Youth Center. But the NEO Youth 

Center will operate after school and into the early-evenings on weekdays. The NEO Youth 

Center will likely be available at least a few hours on most Saturdays. 

 

Are children and young adults allowed to participate in the same activities and 

events at the NEO Youth Center? 

Many of our activities and events are age-specific. However, some activities and events 

are open to everyone within NEO, which provides opportunities to connect with adult role 

models. Please note, NEO activities and events always include adults – either staff and/or 

volunteers – to ensure a safe and supervised environment. 
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Why was this space chosen for the NEO Youth Center? 

Bright Futures for Youth has looked at numerous locations for the NEO Youth Center, but 

each posed some significant challenges. The Litton Building, where Bright Futures for 

Youth has been renting space since April 2018, allows all three of our programs to be 

under one roof. The ground-floor space became available and the property owner has 

already made some significant improvements that will help reduce the overall cost. A 

central location in the community and a back yard, patio and a ballfield make the Litton 

Building a great choice. In addition, there is an economy of scale with all three programs 

in the same building, with the ability to share resources and even staff, if needed. 

 

Will transportation be available for students to the Youth Center?  

Nevada City School District and Grass Valley District are providing transportation to the 

Youth Center. The Litton Building is located within walking distance to Nevada Union High 

School and other schools. In addition, Bright Futures for Youth has volunteer drivers, who 

have completed background screenings. 

 

Is Bright Futures for Youth applying for grants to help pay for the NEO Youth 

Center? 

We are definitely applying for grants and hope to secure additional funding for the NEO 

Youth Center. However, donations from community members – individuals and small-

business owners – are a large majority of our funding and the most reliable source. 

 

Are donations tax-deductible? 

Yes, they are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. Of course, donors should check 

with their accounting professional. 

 

How will donors be recognized?  

All donors, regardless of the amount, will be recognized on our website. Supporters who 

donate more than $2,500 will have the opportunity be recognized inside the NEO Youth 

Center. For large donors, such as those that exceed $25,000, will have the opportunity to 

name an area of the NEO Youth Center, such as the Music Room or the Multipurpose 

Room. This is also a wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one. If there is a 

major donor – someone who covers a majority of the project – the NEO Youth Center will 

be named in their honor.  
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Where have NEO children and young adults been meeting without a Youth Center? 

NEO has been using space at Bright Futures for Youth in recent years. All three programs 

– The Friendship Club, NEO and SAFE – are housed in the Litton Building. The NEO Youth 

Center will allow NEO to help more youth and will greatly improve access to other Bright 

Futures for Youth programs.  

 

Will the NEO Youth Center be available for non-NEO events, such as a community 

meeting? 

We want the NEO Youth Center to be an asset to the community and serve as another 

event and meeting space. We are considering how that would work, from the cost to 

scheduling the space. 

 

What happens if the capital campaign does not reach its goal? 

We are committed to reaching the $500,000 goal as soon as possible and ensure the 

Youth Center is open by Fall 2023. We have developed relationships in the community for 

more than 25 years to support our life-changing programs. However, the construction 

timeline could be expanded, based on donations and other funding. 

 

What happens if you raise far more than your goal? 

Donations that exceed the capital campaign goal of $500,000 would be set aside for the 

NEO program and Bright Futures for Youth, unless otherwise directed by the donor. 

 

How do you plan to sustain the project? 

We have a long-term lease and long history in the Litton Building, and have grown into the 

building. We also will realize economies of scale by having all three programs located in 

the same building, from staffing to infrastructure. 

 

Will you hire more staff for the Youth Center? 

As the NEO Youth Center grows and requires additional staff, we will move forward on 

hiring. 

 
 

 
 
 

 


